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np permting his talk is of so preposter- 
ous and absurd a character as to indicate un- 


; Om Se S'S sient ting tom « 


supposed necessity and not with the least hope 
‘OF expectation of meeting. ‘any, response or of 


| Being committed by his words ‘to any specific 


action. . From being the leader of a party, he. 


has become the Quixotte of a decayed 
jes, ome Oo, ee, te 
CEE 

? The Slavery Agitation. 

~All signs indicate the lulling of the Slavery 
storm which has so rocked the country for the 
last few years. Here and there faint mur- 
-| murings betray the lingering of the lightnings, 
—but they do not break with any force, and 
the noise awakened is rather the -mimic thun- 
der of the stage than the deep and dangerous 
‘explosion of warring elements. The clouds 
seem to have. drifted away from the national 
heavens. ‘Not a Southern Governor has al- 
jaded to Slavery in his annual message. Gov- 
ernor Hammonn’s speech,—prociaiming peace 
and \all effort or desire for a re- 
newal of sectiopal strife,—is greeted every- 


oer gabe! yond . 


upon questions 
to awaken SustiAAT valediiing isd tb infune 
bitterness and fancor into the party strife of 
the day. ' 


France and the Slave-Trade. | 
The Emperor Narotszon [iI. has lost his 
hold, we fear forever, upon the esteem and re-_ 
spect of our enlightened ‘fellow-citizens, the 
Border Roffians and Mr. Joux Mirown.. ‘He 


ve | which is the rarest ‘and the 


race and color.  In.so far! as the United States 
are concerned, the rescue by French’ armed 
diplomacy of a French slaver from the courts 
of Portugal, was an event to be deplored for its 
probable influence in strengthening the pet de- 
lusion of some of our Southern neighbors, 
which is, that the institution of Slavery is still 
on its trial, and that the civilized world is dis- 
posed to regard the question as still’ open to 
discussion. We may a8 well, therefore, ex-, 
press our satisfaction heartily and st once with 
the letter received by yesterday’s mail from > 
Europe, in. which the Emperor distinctly de- 
clares that with “enterprises. contrary to pro- 
gress, to humanity and to ¢ivilizdtion,” he will’ 


where, North and South,,with hearty applause | 


and a universal eagerness torhaye ‘its senti- 


incorporated into the ‘political move- 


i uscoue the country. Kansas is a predestined 


Bhs Sham, t0:be station Vide ata |, 
‘whenever its people choose ;—but they have 


| evidently , 
‘to talk of 


over their hurry, and have ceased 
or 


and-are busy |. 


Lecompton, 3 
‘in, attending to their domestic affairs. No more | j 


plots are discovered or invented for the exten- . 
Screamer F ‘send- 


pe Systran 


proclaims 

urges his friends to abandon extremes and rally 
around the Union ;—the fire-eaters, with the 
solitary exception of Col. Jzrrzrson Davis, have 
ceased to clamor and to rage ;—the Abolition- 
iste@re despondent and drooping ;—and the 
dead calm of contentment seems to have set- 
tled upon the face ef the political sea. 
the potent voice of GevernorSxwkp has failed 
to awaken ‘any enthusiasm for an Anti-Slave- 
ry crusadein the breasts of his friends, or to 
rally them to his flaming standard for the com- 
ing canvass. 

All'these appearances, say sanguine parti- 
‘This peace is but a truce ' 
and cannot endure. Revolutions. never go ' 
backward, and the tide which rose so. high in. 


. 1: 1856 must rise still higher in 1860, and sweep 


} over the whole country.. But revolutions do' 


of |7aib adie of the btl> mitnd The repeal of 


go backward, in spite of the proverb—and the 
tide which risés.one day must,as a matter of 
necessity, ebb the next. All the great revolu- 
tions of the world have had their reactions, 
from which some of the most. violent have 
never recovered. Besides, the revolution’ of . 
1856 was dye.to special causes which are now 
removed, and to ,specifie acts which are not 
likely to be repeated. ‘The Kansas issue had 


then been forced upon the country, in the form . 


best calcnlated to arouse passion and enlist all 


the Missouri Compromise—the armed invasion 
of the Territory—the slaughter of defenceless 


| men—the horrible outrages.of aroused ruffian- 
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isnot |. 


ism—the enactment by an illegitimate Legisia- 
ture’of'the most cruel and inhuman code ever 
seen upon a modern statute book—the savage 
assault upon Sumyezr—the manner.in which it 
was espoused and extolled by the South—com- 
bined to create the most formidable, and for 
the North the most favorable, issue which 
could be imagined or desired. If. such acts 
were to be repeated,’ the agitation they 
caused, would be renewed. . But of this we see 
no’signs: On the contrary, every thing indi- 
cates, for atime at least, the preservation of 
the status quo. No new territorial question 
impends or asks for practical adjustment. The 
South have neither the strength nor the dispo- 


Even | 


and | Iand, 


ion, even for the enforcement of what she held’ 


to'be @ positive right. In an age of law and 
diplomacy like this, the argument of the can- 


} non-ball is apt to be advanced in the extreme 


article, rather than in the inception of a national 
difficulty. France herself laid down with em- 
phasis, but two years ago, the principle ‘that 
international disputes should always be ap- 
proached through arbitration. To find France 
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‘Staak this is the 
- ‘concerns vs—to the ports of the United States: | 
ee eee ae 


light; for the Session of ‘Parliament is at 
hand, and the Foreign Secrétary, Lord Matazs- 
BuBY, Would have found himself driven very 
soon to the wall by angry, accurate’ and in- 
quisitive opponents, had not this letter oppor- 
tunely. came to take off the sharpest edge from 
‘the Portuguese trouble. 

_ As a species of, gay eV 
_ration, rather, 4 rten mar 


ss tennis Meceme omens i It 
isa new and striking illustration of his singu-. 
lar power of dealing with the broad, general 
aspects. of a:policy, and of so combining his. 
measures as to affect the public opinion of 
foreign.countries with a mixture of concern 
and confidence highly favorable to his influence’ 
in Europe. If his patience of details and his 
appreciation of domestic necessities were 
equal to this power, ma es It. « might 
safely be pronounced a great sovereign, 
and his reign regarded as. a final term in the 
agitation of the European Continent. But a 
, foreign policy and a successful 
hether of arts or arms, do not constitute, the 
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It is not material to say, that there are fewer 
of these vessels now in active employment 
than there were. It is sufficient to remember 
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that there is still a considerable number of }, mene 


screw-steamers : earning freights; which the 
continued running of the vessels would show. 
to be at least more profitable than keeping the 


ships fast to the» quays’ would be. If British | ° 


There is something rather humiliating in the 
reflection that we are unprovided with a single 


ocean steamer, propelled by the screw, that can, oo 
be put om to compete with the magnificent pat 
English vessels which arrive here, with re- | ., « 


markable regularity, and more or less full car- 
goes, from Glasgow and Liverpool. Experi- 
ence has proved that the screw, 
while it is much less costly and 


the  paddle-wheel, is equally efficient: for the |’ ta is 
conveyance of freight, and is, besides, a for- which fal 


midable rival of nana ggetntoer for the con- | Uafer 
veyance of passengers. Our builders have also |. —. 


whole of Government ; and not the least note- | 


worthy significance of this letter on the Slave- 


trade'is the fresh evidence it affords us of the’ |. 


| ||” ‘thete is abundant reason to blidve thatthe 
shipping interest cannot long remain as thor 


‘| been: The 


depressed as it is now, and has aoioud 
which have. 











commercial indications, 
; previously been discussed in our columns, point |. 
to-an active revival of business in the usually 


| be no doubt that as far as-the chief business | ™ 
| between Europe and the United States is con- | ">" 


cerned, Commerce is learning to dispense with | , 
wooden sailing vessels. popsinneo one 7 


| forsome little while -yet, to finden 


in the transportation of cotton and provisions | __ 
from the Southern ports to the principal entre- | 


pots of Europe. 4 Rise MaamcaPabescsbaan 
demonstrated the superiority of screw-steamers 
for ‘the Trade between and New. 


‘| York, will not be very long in suggesting 2 


| trial of the same means’ of vollateral 4 
is | tween New-Orleans and Liverpool. And the'| ‘distinct compan 


be- 
éxperience of the past and present being alto- | 


'| gether in favor of the probable success of such | 


‘a trial, it requires no great stretch of the im- 





| ‘agination to believe, that much. timo will not | > 
elapse before sailing vessels will also be driven | 
| from that trade by screw-steamers. The ques- 


then, at a moment's waming, stamping: her 


iron heel in assertionof a claim which Portu- 
gal was perfectly willing ‘to submit to the 
judgment of a neutral State, was a serious 
matter, pregnant with many and by no means 
pleasant possibilities for the near future of the 
world’s peace. In the menacing tone: of the 
Imperial Government men heard, or thought 
that they heard—which comes to much thé 
same thing in the end—the muttering of thé 
storm that was to break over Europe’ in the | 
roar.of a thousand pieces of artillery, and in 
the sheet-lightning of half a million of bayo- 
nets. 

But this was not all. The French “ emi- 
gration system,” .as applied to the negroes .of 
Africa, had been frequently assailed as a mere 
metamorphosis of the Slave-trade long before 
the’ Portuguese Colonial authorities laid im- 
pious hands upon an Imperial Commissioner of 
France, and upon a vessel guarded by the 
sacred tricolor. There were innumerable 
doubts, at least, in circulation on -this subject, 
and men looked on with dismay, therefore,upon 
a course of policy which seemed to ignore and 
contemn the criticism of the civilized world. A 
vision of France, as she. appeared half a cen- 
tury ago, when her dragoons rode royally from 
Madrid to Warsaw, and the will-‘ofher ruler 
was the law of nations, rose before the mind 
of Europe. Men asked each other where this 
haughty dictation was to end, and what na- 


“that England was t 


and defend Portugal, and the consequent 
pression that England 

her ‘ally to’ a fate which she dared 
interpose to avert, and it will be 

how great a watter that small fire ih the Tagus 
was in a fair way to kindle. ‘It signifiéd little 
that France was technically in the right—that 
the Emperor, being satisfied that the Charles 


: | et Georges had. been seized, not within Portu- 


mn. He seems | axo’s declaration, that the contest is.over, and 
home from | that the victory reste with the North ;~and 


they also the wisdom of Mr. Haw- 


and the principal object of xoxn's advice, to consult their safety, as wel 
it himself of this horri- | as dignity, by an attitude of, masterly inactiv- 


ity. As @ general they concur with him 


i in tae | in the bli that if they.offer no-Inme, and 


‘ble “British outrages,” that the right of Eng- 
petro interfere in such a 
case was satis JR s, and that the 
to be the right arm’ of Portugal forever, has no 
more existence than the British law of primo- 
geniture, or the Masonic conspiracy for, the 
murder of the President. Nations are swayed 


.. || Not so much by the exact. and truthful details, 


| - “as by the general animus and apparent drift of 
‘| any course of policy. And Burope consequently 


accepted the forcible resene of the Charles et 
Georges a8 2 fresh symptom of coming trouble | 


fom France fr all at is independent and | 


overdone. The consequence was a very 
marked and somewhat abrupt fall in 
the rates of freight, which remained 
depressed for months. In addition to, and ‘in 
aggravation of, this: state of things, the nu- 
merous fleet of British screw and other steam- 


tion, then, to be considered,—and it toh veer 
important. one,—is, whether American enter- 
prise will contest the field with the British, or 
whether. the English flag is to resume the 
commercial monopoly of the ocean. 

There are many persons who look for a_re-: 
vival of the shipping interest, from the opening. 
of the Chinese ports and the inauguration of 
an active trade with Japan. Even here, how- 


| ever, we must not suffer oursélves to be lulled, 


veyance of passengers and freight. Our ship- 
owners’ struggled as they might under these 
advetse circumstances, in the hope that after 
a time remunerative employment could be 
found for all vessels then built; and, in the 
meanwhile, further building was suspended on 


‘this side of the water, and was materially 


checked in the British yards. The improve- 
ment then hoped for, however, has never 
come. -The panic of last. Autumn,—which 
was no doubt a later fesult of the same causes 
whose effects were first;seen in the absence of 
employment for shipping after the war,—while 
it seriously affected our domestic trade, al- 
most annihilated our foreign commerce. 
Freights went down to an abeurdly low level, 
inconsistent, . indeed, with the. .cost of 
working- a ship on an ordinary voyage 
acrosss the ocean, to say nothing of paying an 
interest on the investment, or of yielding a 
profit to owners. As a natural result, a great 
many ships were “laid up” to await better 


London liners, have been driven by the severity 
of the commercial depression to remain idle 
until the Micawber alternative presents itself 


‘have yet to hear that any proceedings have been [' 


‘furnish two -gureties;: inthe 


Bisa 


by. the hope of prospective employment for our 
shipping, into confidence in our present means 
of obtaining a large share of this new business. 
In the first place, considerable time must nec- 
easarily elapse before the fresh trade thus 
opened to us ean expand into sufficient magni- 
tude to remove the depression which now de- 
preciates the value of American tonnage. And 
secondly, we must remember that the employ-: 
ment of screw-steamers, even for the long 
voyages indispensable to communication with 

China and Japan, is perfectly feasible with 

large vessels. The English have already pre- 

pared themselves to test the experiment with a 

ship of proportions more gigantic than the 

most adventurous builder ever before dared to 

conceive ;. while we have done, and are doing, 

literally nothing. 
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City Defaulters and their Sureties. 
It may be remembered that Mr.:Tayzor, the 


late Collecter of Assessments, with Messrs. Lipsy, | 


SHEeRwoop and Oaxxey, his Deputies, were not }\” inet the 


long since reported as defgulters to the City in the 
sum of $227,102. As it is very doubtful 


whether, 
‘in the present condition of our judicial tribunals, 


anything like a punishment of offenders of this 


class can eyer be secured, it may be well to see |. 


whether some satisfaction to the City may not be | : 


had from those ‘gentlemen who gave bonds for 
their good conduct. 


Section 85 of the same Opalitaas seeviies in [. 
the same way that Deputy shall also 
sum of ten 
thousand dollars ¢ach ; and the bonds of all these 


in the hands of the Comptroller, 
’ charged with the duty.of in- 


sume that such 


BY, section 8% of the ban (eee 
the Street 


Se es 


re the securities offered| | ‘arre 
Ce taies ts only fair to pre- } cule 
bonds have ‘been duly executed |. 


and preserved. It is also manifest, in every case 4 


that the’ forfeiture has been incurred ; but. we 


 } inatituted -by the City for the recovery of’ the 


—— oS 4 various penalties, in all amounting to one hundred | "gn ¢ 
over. and ten thousand dollars, or very nearly half of “0, Jans 


once ean 
het. ‘The s 


the defaleation, s0 so far as yet ascertained. » *: 


», | The Street Department, we believe, referred: the 4 
matter several months ago to the Couiisel for the 


Corporation, The Counsel declined 
suits on the ground that eset sprig 


structions 30 to do from the € 
we should like to know why aitaeein bs 


far ‘upon.:.the Common. Council, and ‘iwe. 
“That gome member of Ove branch or the other will - 
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